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POVERTY EXPOSED:
ATRAINING COURSE TO CHALLENGE
THE PATTERNS OF POVERTY

4th - 11th MAY 2014
SOFIA, BULGARIA




PRACTICAL INFORMATION
1. PROFILE OF PARTICIPANTS:
This training course is aimed in particular at potential youth leaders and young people (age 18-30) actively engaged in their communities and coming from EYCE's network.
The participants should be open minded young people, with an initial interest in the topic of poverty and be willing to contribute to overcome it and build just and sustainable society. They should be able to act as multipliers in the respective home countries by providing help to their sending organisations/ Churches in addressing the issues of the training course.
2. ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES
Sunday 4th May is the day of arrival
AND
Sunday 11th May is the day of departure
As the training course will be held in Sofia, Bulgaria participants are expected to come to Sofia Airport or main train/ bus station. More detailed travel instructions will be available to the participants selected.
Please make sure to arrive/depart on exact arrival/ departure dates as the possibilities of arranging accommodation in case of early arrival and late departure will be extremely limited. We cannot arrange extra night’s accommodation unless this is absolutely necessary for reasons of travelling schedule and approved in advance by EYCE.
If needed for university or workplace, participants can be provided with a letter confirming the participation in the training course.
3. MEMBERS OF THE INTERNATIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE (IPC)



The following persons are in the International Planning Committee of the training course and will be preparing the whole event:
Fiona Buchanan (UK)

Valentin Graeter (Germany)

Kristine Jansone (Latvia)

Vendula Pavlikova (Czech Republic)

Lisa Schneider (Germany)

Eva Ungvari (Romania)
4. PARTICIPATION FEE
The participation fee for the training course will be 50€ (Euros) including accommodation, meals and programme. Please note that this amount can only be offered because of the subsidies received from the European Youth Foundation of the Council of Europe. Full board and lodging will be provided. More practical information will be communicated to the participants selected.
Please note that the payment of a cancellation fee of 200 € (Euros) is expected from participants who cancel their participation in the event less than 2 weeks prior to commencement of the activity.
5. TRAVEL SUBSIDIES
The travel expenses of the participants will be reimbursed according to the EYCE reimbursement policies stated below. All the travel documents and proofs of payment (tickets, boarding passes, invoices etc.) should be preserved in order to receive the reimbursement.
EYCE reimbursement policy:
The standard EYCE policy concerning entitlements for travel subsidies apply for this event for ALL participants. They are as follows:
90% for participants from Bulgaria, Romania with the endorsement from Member Organisation of EYCE;
70% for participants from Czech Republic, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Slovakia, Poland, Russia with the endorsement from Member Organisation of EYCE;
50% for participants from Belgium, Iceland, Italy, Spain, Portugal with the endorsement from Member Organisation of EYCE;
Up to 25% for participants from all other countries with a special need for financial assistance with the endorsement from Member Organisation of EYCE.
Exceptions may be made after approval by the Treasurer and within the specific project budget.
You might come from a country not mentioned above. If you come from a country not mentioned but require assistance with travel, then this should be noted in the Application Form, and the EYCE Office should be contacted regarding the request (applications@eyce.org).
Least costly route:
The policy of EYCE provides the reimbursement on the basis of the least costly route to the venue of training course. However, the IPC would like to encourage participants to travel in as ecological manner as possible, e.g. by choosing bus or train travel! The travel costs need to be approved in writing by EYCE Office (applications@eyce.org).
Participation:
The participants should be present for the whole training course. Those who participate for less than 90% of the total duration of the activity will not be reimbursed.
Please ensure bookings are made at the best fare, but do not buy any tickets prior to confirmation of your participation, agreement with EYCE Office and visa acknowledgement (if applicable).
!!! Expenses will be calculated and reimbursed in Euro!!!
Insurance:
Please note that health insurance is NOT arranged by EYCE. We advice participants to make sure that you have a European health insurance card or similar before travelling.
6. VISAS
Some of the participants may need a visa to enter Bulgaria. Please check immediately with the Bulgarian embassy or consulate in your country whether you need a visa to enter the country. Please note that participants needing a visa have to apply for the training course as soon as possible in order to avoid any troubles in getting a visa. An official “Letter of invitation” needed for obtaining the visa will be issued and sent to the selected participants as soon as possible. It is the responsibility of the participant to contact the embassy and follow the procedures.
Please do not go ahead applying for a visa prior to receiving the letter of acceptance to the training course. The selected participants will be instructed carefully whom to address in order to obtain documents needed.
Please be very careful and ask the Embassy exact details of the documents needed. Some of you might not need a visa, but a proof that you will be insured and taken care of during your stay in Bulgaria. In any case please let us know as soon as possible, so we can ensure that all participants get the documents on time. More detailed information will be given in the letter of acceptance.

The cost of the visa is included in the travel costs and reimbursed upon presentation of a receipt. Agency fee or visa service fee is not reimbursed. If the participant has to travel to get the visa, the cost of the travel is not automatically reimbursed. The participant should contact the EYCE office and check if the reimbursement of the travel for the visa is possible.
7. LANGUAGES
The language of the training course will be English. It will be essential for all the participants to understand and speak English in order to take full advantage of the training course.
8. APPLYING/ SELECTION CRITERIA
The application form is enclosed at the end of this document. You can also request the application form from EYCE office.
Please send your application form to applications@eyce.org or by fax +32 2 510 61 72 as soon as possible. The absolutely latest deadline for receiving applications will be
1st of MARCH 2014 midnight.
We kindly ask that the enclosed application is filled in using computer or clear handwriting. Sending incomplete forms, filling them in unreadable handwriting or sending them too late might mean that applications are not processed. If you fear that the application will not reach us in time, please contact the EYCE office to notify.
Up to 30 participants will be selected by the IPC to attend the event on the basis of the quality of their application. This selection will try to ensure a geographical, denominational, and gender balance.
Right after selecting participants, those selected will receive more detailed information about the programme of the training course. Also note that participants are only accepted if they have received a written confirmation by e-mail. Please keep in mind that selected participants will have to agree on travel costs after having received the letter of acceptance. Therefore they are kindly requested to ensure e-mail access between the 10th and 14th of March 2014.
9. SHARING INFORMATION
Please share this information in your networks, and especially with the persons you will nominate to the event. The selected participants will receive more detailed information after the selection and documents to prepare themselves for the training course.
The event will be a unique place, where we will have intercultural and Ecumenical experience. The entire International Planning Committee is looking forward to experiencing this event together with many committed participants!
